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Fig. 8. x400. 
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Summary 

This paper deals with the herbal and pharmacognostical study on the 
Chinese crude drug “ Shan tou ken ”. 

Since " Shan tou ken ” was first recorded in materia medica of the period 
“ K'ai pao ” (A.D. 968~976) of Sun dynasty (The K‘ai pao pen ts'ao), it has 
been frequently used in the Chinese physicians’ prescription for the throat 
diseases. 

Recently several physicians reported that in their clinic experiences, it 
had the clinic effect on cancers, but before this report, the botanical origine 
of this drug was still in confusion, even in “Pen ts'ao”. 

The result of this study revealed that there were fifteen kinds of plants 
named “ Shan tou ken ”. Although we collected the samples from the broad 
drug markets at, including all Taiwan province, the Republic of China, 
Kobe, Osaka, Tokyo and Tokushima etc., there were merely “ Kuang tou 
ken” (Sophorae Subprostratae Radix) could be found. This kind of “Shan 
tou ken ” was equal to “ I tsou Shan tou ken ” the traditional drug in “ Pen 
ts'ao” which recorded in “Tu ching pen ts'ao”. 

On the other hand, in 1967, authors found that there was another kind 
of " Shan tou ken ” appeared at Chia-I market, but its real native name is 
“ Kang chi ma ken ”, which was produced at Miau-Li. 

Our anatomical experiment, on the root of “ Kuang tou ken ”, showed 
that near the cork layers, there present the calcium oxalate crystals covered 
by the membrane which was being positive with the phloroglucin-HCl re¬ 
action. The crystal-fibers were also found in the cortex. Since even its 
powder has the same special elements, it is very easy to distinguish Sophora 
subprostrata Chun et T, Chen from the root of Euchresta formosana Ohwi 
and Helicteres angustifolia L. 
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